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Definitions

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS

The ability to attend to the phonological or sound structure of language as distinct

from its meaning. Types of phonological awareness include: phonemic awareness, rhyme

awareness, syllable awareness, word awareness, and sentence awareness.

PHONEMIC AWARENESS

The ability to think consciously about and perform mental operations on speechsound

units such as segmenting, blending, deleting, and changing order of speech-sound

sequences. The awareness that spoken words or syllables can be thought of as a sequence

of phonemes. Phonemic awareness is a sub-category of phonological awareness.

HOW IS PHONEMIC AWARENESS DIFFERENT FROM PHONICS?

Traditional phonics approaches begin with a visual symbol (letter) and impose a

speech sound. This abstract process stresses associating letters (visual symbols) with

auditory sounds and may be taught to students in various contexts, i.e., in isolation and at

the beginning and ending of words. Rhyming and word play activities may be included in

language arts activities.

Phonemic awareness training approaches sound-symbol association from the

opposite direction (see Figs. 3.1a and 3.1b). First, students explore speech sounds by

hearing, feeling and seeing their characteristics and comparing and contrasting their

properties. The auditory element of the speech sound is connected to the more basic oralmotor activity by which the sound is produced. Students then approach letters (symbols)with full knowledge of speech sound characteristics including how they are produced. Students are able to make more concrete connections between the auditory speech sound and the letter name. Activities such as sound deletion, segmentation, manipulation, and  synthesis (blending) play a large role in phonemic awareness activities.
