General Lesson Structure - Grade 8

Under the present system at LMS, students in Grade 8 are enrolled in a Reading/Learning Strategies course, in lieu of participation in a Content Reading Class or World Language.  Students are recommended for this course based upon reading skill needs (as determined by CMT scores and diagnostic assessment results) and learning strategy application.  Students work to improve reading comprehension, develop the ability to independently apply strategies, and set goals for their learning with an eye toward the challenges they will face in high school.  Reading teachers work as closely as possible with content area teachers to provide support for the various reading activities they will be required to participate in for those classes.  Language Arts and Reading teachers develop lessons in tandem, with reading instruction supporting students as they read specific novels.  Reading teachers also support other content activities, for example, working on note taking strategies for a Gr 7 Social Studies report or learning new vocabulary necessary for success in a Gr 8 unit on the Holocaust.

Students in the upper level Reading classes work on developing reading comprehension skills during novel units, but also develop strategies for various study requirements.  Work is intertwined for these units.  For example, students may apply a textbook strategy to articles written by the teacher to develop background knowledge for a novel unit.  Differentiated instruction is provided by student-chosen leveled novels on common themes In addition, students work toward specific goals set at the beginning of the year.  Activities build upon skills learned in the lower middle school grades.  This is seen with vocabulary development where students in Grade 7 learn specific types of context clues, while eighth graders apply this strategy to independent vocabulary.  Students also work to incrementally develop skills necessary for success in high school.  Over their time in the course, students become independent note takers and also work to develop skills in making connections to text through Response to Literature activities (as seen in the CAPT) and metacognitive reading strategies.  Students hone written responses to reading and text connections through a gradual improvement in the 5 paragraph persuasive essay.  Specific CMT format activities are created by the teacher to support literature work, while allowing students to once again familiarize themselves with the types of questions seen on this annual test. These activities will be revised as we move to the Smarter Balance testing system. 

At the eighth grade level, students are more independent learners who understand the challenges they must meet to achieve performance at grade level or beyond.  They are skilled editing and discussion partners and often share their skills in organization and time management to support younger children in developing the strategies necessary to succeed in middle school.
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