General Lesson Structure - Grade 6

Students in Grade 6 work with novels which follow themes for the sixth grade Social Studies curriculum.  Using the novels as a base, students work to hone skills developed in Grade 5.  Activities include both non-fiction and fiction readings.  Within the constraints of the split period, students participate in whole group activities for the first half of class and small group or independent work in the second half.  Students work closely as partners to improve written responses to writing.  Activities follow a “next step” approach, building on work done in fifth grade and moving to mastery of strategies required for success in the upper middle grades.  In this year’s group, roughly 15% of students will move on to the CORE reading program and use this year as an opportunity to truly master general comprehension skills improved at the beginning of middle school.  Individual diagnostic assessments are completed to aid in transition decisions and to determine further areas of focus for instruction.

Each novel unit works with a variety of skills.  Students use non-fiction articles to develop background information for the novel’s setting and theme.  Unfamiliar or technical vocabulary is taught using context clues embedded in the text and students work to recognize structural patterns within words.  Students read selected chapters and take notes necessary for a journal response format.  Each novel unit also provides students with the opportunity to develop skills in making connections and using text structure to increase understanding (both areas of greater difficulty within the CMTs).  Within this structure, students also work on individual goals.  While one student may be working to add important details to a character journal, another partner may be trying to show a greater understanding of the character’s feelings connected to those events or details.   Students in this group are developing greater independence, yet thrive on an atmosphere of mutual support.
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