General Lesson Structure - Grade 5


Students in Grade 5 use the intervention anthology from the Trophies series.  Lessons are set in a predictable routine to allow students multiple opportunities to practice and improve skills.  Strategies are modeled, applied in a small group setting, implemented with partners and then honed independently.  Novels are chosen to reflect the Social Studies themes used in the fifth grade and many activities are developed specifically for individual groups of students.   Although students are preparing for the CMTs throughout the year, specific practice activities are developed by the teacher so that they are embedded in curriculum content.  Lessons also reflect the results of a baseline survey and CMT review, which show that students’ greatest area of difficulty is with making connections to text, while recognizing the need to continue to improve skills in other areas.

Throughout the year, students set individual goals for improvement and analyze their work to determine improvement in these areas.  While one student may work to add details to a four part response essay, a student with more developed reading skills may be working to find connections which refer directly to the main idea of a question.  All lessons help students to develop a focus for their reading, preteach unfamiliar vocabulary while practicing skills with structural analysis and context clues, organize details according to fiction or non-fiction structure, and provide opportunities for extended comprehension activities through summarizing, four-part response to questions, leveled questions, and so on. 


An important factor in students’ success is the feeling for many that the reading room is a safe haven where they may try new skills and strategies in a supportive atmosphere.  Students look for growth in their classmates and share excitement in their mutual successes.  In so doing, they become a team along with their teacher, dedicated to helping each other make progress in their reading skills.

Participation in this group is rather fluid.  Initial groups are based upon recommendations from elementary school teachers and diagnostic assessments of students who spark a “red flag” for their teachers.  Students may move into or out of these groups as needs are recognized or their skills improve.  An individual assessment is also completed for each student at the end of the year to determine grade level progress and areas of focus for further instruction in Grade 6.
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