
How to Read a 
Short Story

* Look at the story title and read the opening sentence to make a prediction for what will happen.

*Ask questions about what will happen before reading.
*As you read, keep track of important information.  Use a plot outline to help you.  
* Visualize as you read

*Figure out the moment of change or turning point.

*Look for a twist with the resolution.  Many short stories end in an unexpected way.

*When finished, ask yourself how the title connects to the story.
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How to Read a Novel

*Look at the story title and read the opening sentence to make a prediction for what will happen.
*Ask questions qbout what will happen before reading.

*Identify the main character(s). Ask questions about him/her as you read.

*As you read, keep track of important information.  Use a plot outline or story map to help you.

*Figure out the moment of change or turning point.  This is the climax.  Connect the solution to the problem.  To be correct, it must connect in some way.  Remember that all resolutions are not “happily ever after.”

*When finished, ask yourself how the title connects to the story. .[image: image2.wmf]
Pause Points

*Make a connection

-this reminds me of…

-This part is like..

-The character is like____, because

-The differences are…

-I have a personal connection because…

-This character makes me think of…

-this setting reminds me of…

*Ask a question

-Why did…

-What’s this part about…

-How is this ____, like this____

-What would happen if…

-Who is…

What does this section ____ mean…

-Do you think that…

I don’t get this part because…

*Clarify something

-Oh, I get it that…
-This makes sense now because…

-At first I thought___, but now___

-This part is really saying…

*Make a prediction
-I predict that…

-I think that…

-I wonder if…

-Since this happened ____, I bet the next thing will be…

*Make a comment

-This is good because…

-I like the part where…

-I don’t like this part …

-This is confusing because…

-My favorite part so far is…
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